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the votes of the electorate were thencetbr v.i d   CHAP.
mainly determined by a desire to see this c~ ti; -t ^^^^
minister in office, and the Government thus be*.   MK*
answerahle to the people themselves.    Mistake   c/'
government could no longer he imputed to  ./v,
king, but only to men whom the people the
selves had chosen.    In the last analysis the peop. ~
had only themselves  to  blame for  their choice
The people themselves  were  thus   rendered  re-
sponsible not merely for the making of the law,
but also for the manner in which effect was given
to it.    By controlling government in all its aspects
they were to become responsible for all its results.
They were to suffer for their own past mistakes, so
that they might be guided by them in registering
their future decisions at elections.

The extent to which responsible government is The path
realized in practice, depends upon how far the whole
field of public affairs is answerable to the control
of ministers who hold office at the will of the
citizens. An electorate may control some depart-
ments of government but not others, and in that
case they can only achieve responsible government
by insisting that all their public affairs shall be regu-
lated by ministers dependent on their votes. The
people of a Dominion are a case in point. They
elect the Parliament which regulates their domestic
affairs but not the Parliament which regulates their
foreign affairs. In order to achieve responsible
government they must either elect members to both
Parliaments or entrust the conduct of their foreign
affairs to the Parliament they already elect.

On the other hand responsible government can (6) in the
only be realized for any body of citizens in so far
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